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It is my great pleasure to welcome you to our school community as you begin your secondary school
journey with us here at Brannel school.

Starting secondary school is an exciting time. It brings new opportunities, new friendships, new challenges
and countless chances to discover talents, interests and ambitions. Whether you are feeling excited,
nervous, or a mixture of both, please know that you are not alone. We are here to support every learner
every step of the way.

As a school, we are on an exciting journey. We are ambitious for our young people and determined to
create a school where every learner feels valued, challenged and inspired to achieve their very best. This
journey is about building a culture of high expectations, strong relationships and a genuine sense of
belonging.

Our new learners are not simply joining our school; they are becoming a vital part of its future. Each child
brings unique strengths, talents and perspectives that will help shape our community. We look forward to
seeing them grow in confidence, develop new skills and make lasting memories during their time with us.

To our parents and carers, thank you for placing your trust in us. We know that successful schools are built
on strong partnerships between home and school, and we look forward to working closely with you to
support your child's learning, wellbeing and personal development.

Together, we have a wonderful opportunity to create something special. As we continue our journey as a
school, we are excited to have your family alongside us. We cannot wait to welcome you through our
doors and begin this next chapter together.

I wish you all a relaxing summer and look forward to meeting you soon.

KEEP UP TO DATE

Headteacher Welcome
 

Headteacher 
Mr Tristan Muller-Forster
tmuller-forster@brannel.com
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Head of Year 7 Welcome

Mrs K Elford
Head of Year 7
kelford@brannel.celtrust.org
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On behalf of the whole Year 7 team, a very warm welcome to you and your child as they begin
this exciting new part of their school journey.

We know that moving from primary school to secondary school is a big step. It can feel exciting,
but a little scary too – and that’s completely normal.

At Brannel School, we will do everything we can to make this change as smooth and positive as
possible. Every child is different, and we are proud to offer a caring and supportive place where
your child can feel safe, happy, and ready to learn.

Our teachers and tutors are experienced, enthusiastic, and ready to help your child enjoy
learning and try new things. Year 7 is a very important time. Your child will grow in many ways – in
their learning, their friendships, and their confidence.

They will study new subjects, meet new friends, and become more independent. We will support
them every step of the way. There are also lots of clubs, activities, and opportunities for them to
explore what they enjoy.

At our school, we create an environment where every child feels welcomed, valued, and proud
to be part of our community, while being encouraged to aim high, work hard, and believe in
their potential. We support them to challenge themselves and strive for their very best, alongside
providing a wide range of exciting opportunities both inside and outside the classroom that
enrich their learning, broaden their horizons, and help them build lasting memories.

We know there may be challenges along the way, but with support and encouragement, your
child will be ready to overcome them and succeed. We encourage you to stay in touch with us so
we can work together to help your child do their very best.

We are delighted to welcome you to our school community and look forward to getting to know
you and your child as they begin their journey at Brannel School.



Year 7 Team
Miss Cording
7G Tutor
Teacher of PE
lcording@brannel.celtrust.org
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Miss Millatt
7H Tutor
Teacher of History
kmillatt@brannel.celtrust.org

My name is Miss Millatt and I am looking forward to being your tutor in year 7. I will help you settle in, answer
all your questions and ensure you make the most of the opportunities available to you at Brannel school.

I love teaching history and exploring the past through stories, events and people that have shaped our
world. 

Outside of school I enjoy spending time outside with my two boys, I enjoy being outside in the countryside,
walking my dogs and staying active.

I am excited to get to know each of you and look forward to supporting you during your time at Brannel
School.

Hello everyone! I'm Miss Cording, one of the PE teachers at Brannel, where I have been teaching
for the past six years. I’m really looking forward to being a Year 7 tutor again.

I have a red fox Labrador called Bailey and love spending time outdoors, especially going on long
walks with him. I also enjoy keeping fit by going to the gym and playing walking football while
recovering from a knee injury.

I love travelling, and one of my favourite places I have visited recently is America.

I'm really looking forward to getting to know you all this year and can't wait to see you in PE lessons
and at the after-school clubs - especially football!



Year 7 Team
Mrs Pearson
7H Tutor
Teacher of Science and Child Development
cpearson@brannel.celtrust.org
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I am a teacher of Science and Child Development, and I am passionate about helping young
people develop their knowledge, confidence, and curiosity. Outside of the classroom, I enjoy
being involved in my local community as a member of Rock Choir Cornwall, so you might spot me
performing at events across the county.

In my spare time, I love reading and am part of a book group with friends, where we enjoy
discovering and discussing a wide range of books. I also enjoy walking, particularly along the
beautiful Cornish coastline. One of my personal goals is to walk the entire Cornish Coast Path,
taking in the stunning scenery and exploring everything the county has to offer along the way.

Mrs Guppy-Wilcox
7K Tutor
Teacher of Art
eguppywilcox@brannel.celtrust.org

Hi, I'm Mrs Guppy-Wilcox (Mrs Guppy for short). I am an artist and I enjoy nothing more
than creating and designing my own comic strips and characters based on Dungeons
and Dragons and various manga/anime. I love playing DnD with my three small children
and husband. We also do a lot of other things together such as cycling, swimming and
exploring the many cliffs and beaches of our little patch of West Cornwall. My favourite
meal is sushi and I am a collector of all things turquoise! I am very excited to meet my
new year 7 form group.



Year 7 Team
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Mrs Harrison
7R Tutor
Teacher of English
lharrison@brannel.celtrust.org

My name is Mr Biddle, and I’ll be starting my teaching journey this September at Brannel School. Before
training as a maths teacher, I spent 14 years working in Insurance Finance, so this year has been quite an
adventure — but I’m genuinely excited to give next year my absolute best.

Outside the classroom, I enjoy running, bouldering, video games and chess, and I’m also a keen
snowboarder. I’m a big fan of puzzles, especially the mathematical kind. I'm also a dog person!

I have a light-hearted sense of humour and I’m usually up to date with the kinds of in-jokes students enjoy.
More importantly, I’m someone who listens and tries to understand how people are feeling. I’m always
happy to support anyone finding something difficult. My aim is to be a steady, encouraging presence
and help you feel at ease as you settle into secondary school.

Mr Biddle
7M Tutor
Teacher of Maths
dbiddle@brannel.celtrust.org

My name is Mrs Harrison, and I’m really looking forward to being your tutor this year. As your tutor, I’ll help you settle in,
answer questions, celebrate your successes and support you whenever you need it.

I teach English, so I love books, stories and helping students discover that reading and writing can be enjoyable. One
of my favourite parts of the job is getting to know my tutor group and watching their confidence grow throughout the
year.

Outside of school, I enjoy spending time with my family, exploring Cornwall, visiting the beach and reading whenever I
can. I also love a good cup of tea and a chat!

Starting secondary school can feel exciting and a little nerve-wracking, but that’s completely normal. Everyone is in
the same position, and there will always be someone to help. I can’t wait to meet you all and begin the adventure
together.



Year 7 Team
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Mr Bailey
7R2 Tutor
Teacher of Georgraphy
jbailey@brannel.celtrust.org

Hello! My name is Mr Bailey, and I’m excited to be your form tutor this year. I’m a Geography teacher and
love learning about the world around us, especially Cornwall’s amazing coastlines and landscapes. I’m
passionate about helping people understand how we can look after our planet and make positive choices
for the future.

Outside of school, I enjoy walking, hiking, camping, cycling and growing vegetables in my garden. I also
have two young daughters who keep me busy and remind me of the importance of kindness, curiosity and
resilience.

I want our form to be a place where everyone feels welcome, supported and confident to be themselves.
I’m really looking forward to getting to know you all and making this a great year together!



Year 7 Team
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Mrs Simpson
Year Manager
bsimpson@brannel.celtrust.org

My name is Mrs Simpson, and I am your Year Manager for Year 7. I am a busy mum of four and, when I'm
not at Brannel, you'll usually find me at a netball court with my daughter, who plays a lot of netball! I have
two cats, three guinea pigs, and an axolotl called Persephone.

My main job is to make sure you feel safe, happy, and ready to learn every day. You'll often find me in
tutor rooms in the morning and outside the front of the school at breaktimes.

How I can help: Whether you're having friendship issues, have lost your timetable, feel overwhelmed, or
just want to share some good news, my door is always open. I will always listen to your side of the story
and will never be too busy to help if you're having a tough day.

Mrs Kiddle
Transition Lead
Teacher of English

Hello, I'm Mrs Kiddle. I teach English at Brannel School and am also the Transition Lead. I really enjoy
visiting our partner primary schools and meeting students before they join us in Year 7.

Outside of school, I enjoy reading (I am nearly at 60 books for this year so far!), spending time at the
beach and having adventures both in Cornwall and abroad. I also love a good cup of tea and Diet
Coke! I have two children who keep me busy with football and dance, and this year one of them is also
making the move to secondary school, so I understand the transition from both a school and parent
perspective.

Although I am not a form tutor, I  am always available to offer support and answer any questions. We are
excited to welcome you to Brannel and look forward to helping you make a great start to Year 7.



Term Dates
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School Map 
Car Park

Timings of the Day
Time

8:30 - 9:00

9:00 - 10:15

10:15 - 10:45

10:45 - 12:00

12:00 - 13:15

13:15 - 13:45

13:45 - 15:00

Activities

Tutor Time

Period 1

Break 1

Period 2

Period 3

Break 2

Period 4

Tevi Sports Hub

Discover

Theatre

Canteen

Reception

Library

Express

Create

Drama

Activity
Studio

IInnvveessttiiggaattee

Sports
Hall

Astro

Amphitheatre
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School Uniform
 

Other uniform expectations
Hair must be of a natural colour. No tram lines or extreme short
cuts. 
No false nails (gel or acrylic) or painted nails. 
One pair of stud earrings and a watch. No bracelets, rings,
necklaces or smart watches.

The Brannel School blazer, with embroidered logo, is a mandatory
item of uniform which must be worn every day. students may also
wear the optional black, V-neck jumper.

Essential uniform items:
Plain white shirt 
Brannel school tie 
Brannel black blazer 
Black trousers, the Brannel skirt or black tailored shorts
Plain black socks 
Plain black polish-able shoes

We will not accept:
Any type of jean, chino, leggings, tight/skinny trousers or
tracksuit style trousers. 
Trousers that do not reach the shoe line and display the ankle. 
Any type of coloured laces, high heels, canvas, coloured trim,
suede material shoes, trainers with logos or boots.

Uniform can be ordered online from the links below.
Price & Buckland 
Macron Store Southwest

Ties are available to purchase from our ParentPay shop here

You can have items delivered to Brannel for free or there is a
small delivery charge for items to be delivered to your home.
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https://eur03.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fprice-buckland.co.uk%2F&data=05%7C02%7CJBattersby%40brannel.com%7Cc1cb279e38fe430cc13908dc9a9136bd%7Cfc787fd96b13484d900880dae6b27e34%7C0%7C0%7C638555195677750518%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C0%7C%7C%7C&sdata=e7G5XgGgTloCSG4l3SHp7c0Zq63IfOv8AFL3y1RHOp0%3D&reserved=0
https://eur03.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fprice-buckland.co.uk%2F&data=05%7C02%7CJBattersby%40brannel.com%7Cc1cb279e38fe430cc13908dc9a9136bd%7Cfc787fd96b13484d900880dae6b27e34%7C0%7C0%7C638555195677750518%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C0%7C%7C%7C&sdata=e7G5XgGgTloCSG4l3SHp7c0Zq63IfOv8AFL3y1RHOp0%3D&reserved=0
https://eur03.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fprice-buckland.co.uk%2F&data=05%7C02%7CJBattersby%40brannel.com%7Cc1cb279e38fe430cc13908dc9a9136bd%7Cfc787fd96b13484d900880dae6b27e34%7C0%7C0%7C638555195677750518%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C0%7C%7C%7C&sdata=e7G5XgGgTloCSG4l3SHp7c0Zq63IfOv8AFL3y1RHOp0%3D&reserved=0
https://eur03.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fmacronstoresw.com%2Fschools%2F&data=05%7C02%7CJBattersby%40brannel.com%7Cc1cb279e38fe430cc13908dc9a9136bd%7Cfc787fd96b13484d900880dae6b27e34%7C0%7C0%7C638555195677760500%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C0%7C%7C%7C&sdata=v2PBfMIAI4p1iC0eqXcrrzDpiBZnT9w4TP9sIizr5hQ%3D&reserved=0
https://app.parentpay.com/ParentPayShop/Uniform/Default.aspx?shopid=18748


PE Kit
 Brannel PE kit is required for all PE lessons and extra-curricular sporting activities. It

is essential that students bring a complete change of clothes for PE in order to stay
hygienic; this includes socks and footwear.

All students must wear the following items, which must be clearly labelled
with the child’s name:

Brannel black and red sports shirt or sports polo
shirt 
Plain black shorts (no cycling shorts), sports
leggings or tracksuit bottoms. 
Brannel socks 
Sports trainers 
Stud boots (for school rugby and football teams)

Advised items:

Shin pads (football)
Red 1/4 zip sports jacket with Brannel logo
(again, highly recommended due to PE being
outside year round) 

Optional items:

Rain jacket with Brannel logo
Reversible jacket with Brannel logo

All items can be purchased from the link below:
Macron Store Southwest
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Prepared to Learn
These include everything that your child needs to be lesson ready in September.
These will be distributed on the first day of term. The pack includes:

Scientific calculator 
Pens - required colours 
Pencil and rubber 
Ruler 
Whiteboard and whiteboard marker
Reading ruler 
Student wallet - this is large enough to keep all of the equipment in, so that it
is always together in one place.

Students are expected to have these with them everyday and this will be
checked each morning as they arrive in school. They will be expected to have
their equipment packs out in every lesson.

Replacements can be purchased via our ParentPay shop here.
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Class Charts
You can use Class Charts to track the achievement (merits or positive points),
behaviour (consequences including detentions), and attendance as well as
viewing your child’s timetable. You can also view announcements from Brannel
school. 

Class Charts for parents can be accessed through the Class Charts website
www.classcharts.com, an iOS or Android app. You will receive a code to do this on
the first day that your child is in school.

If you have more than one child, you can access Class Charts information about
your children from a single, centralised parent account - we can support you to do
this if necessary. 

https://app.parentpay.com/ParentPayShop/Uniform/Default.aspx?shopid=18748


Enrichment

As part of our enrichment programme, we offer a wide range of
enrichment and co-curricular  opportunities during lunchtime and after
school for students to get involved in. A sample of activities is listed below,
with more added as staff or students suggest them.

In addition to the above, we offer a broad
programme of other enrichment activities,
including international trips, London, Exeter
Chiefs, Plymouth Argyle, visits from authors and
charitable events, to name just a few!

2025 - 2026

 

Art l Astronomy l Athletics l Badminton
Basketball l Boys Football  

Brannel Sewing Bee l Breakfast Club
British Sign Language l Cadets l Chess

Choir l Cricket l 
Cooking around the World l Cross Country

CrossFit l DT  Duke of Edinburgh Award l
Games l Girls Football l Girls Rugby

Gym/Kickboxing l History Club 
Inclusivity Club l Lego Club l Matilda 

Music Tech l Netball l Open gym 
Orchestral Choir l Puzzle Club
 Rounders l Rugby l Samba 

School Games l Sparx l Sports Leaders
Studio4 Dance l Table Tennis l Tennis

Young Carers

95% of students have engaged with
the enrichment programme. 
97% of year 7s have attended
enrichment 
101 fixtures 
94 enrichment activities/clubs
offered
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Inclusion
We understand that the transition process to secondary school can cause
some children to feel nervous (this is natural). If your child is on the Record of
Need at primary school, our SEND team will already be aware as our SENDCo
is liaising closely with each primary school to ensure the correct provision is in
place for students in September. 

If you are concerned that specific information will not be relayed during the
school visits then please feel free to make contact with the SEND department
via brannelsen@brannel.celtrust.org. 

Please ensure you have visited the inclusion section of our website to explore
SEND at Brannel and the Local Cornwall Offer.  
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Attendance
At Brannel we know that all students benefit from outstanding school attendance.
We will do all we can to support our students and ensure they achieve the best
attendance possible. In order for attendance to be considered very good, a student
must achieve 96% attendance or above. We expect that all students will:

Attend school regularly. 
Attend school punctually. 
Attend school appropriately prepared for the day.

f your child is going to be absent for any reason, please ensure you make the school
aware before 8.00am on each day of absence. This can either be done via
telephone (01726 822485) by leaving a message on the dedicated student absence
mailbox (option 1 on the telephone system) or by emailing the Attendance Team via
pupilabsence@brannel.celtrust.org
 
If you have any attendance concerns, and would like to meet with us to discuss
anything, please contact Caroline Hunt, Student Welfare/Attendance Officer on the
above school number.
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Our Safeguarding Team 

Mrs Macdonald
Designated Safeguarding 

Lead

Mx Banfield
DDSL

Mrs Hallifax
Safegaurding Admin

Mrs Nash
Operational DSL

If you need to contact our safeguarding team, please email dsl@brannel.celtrust.org

Pastoral & Safeguarding



We offer a range of support to help you feel safe, supported and ready to thrive.  At Brannel
School, we want to ensure that all of our students feel happy and safe at all times.

Our pastoral and safeguarding support includes guidance, advice and information to students
and their families within our school community, helping with any worries or concerns that may
arise in relation to your child’s education, attendance, behaviour and wellbeing. Our role includes
liaising with staff, parents and outside agencies to ensure the wellbeing of individual students is
fully supported.
 
If pupils need to access any of the team, they are available every break and lunchtime and also
provide targeted interventions for individuals and small groups during the academic year.
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Pastoral & Safeguarding



FAQs

How do I know about
homework?

Are there any after school
clubs?

Where do I find information
about buses?

What happens if I forget my
PE kit?

How do I pay for my food at
school?

What are the term dates for
next year?

What if another child is unkind
to me/ my child?

Term dates can be found here.

Yes! There is an extensive enrichment offer available to
students at lunchtimes and afterschool. This is updated
termly, but examples of activities that have been run
this year can be found here.

All the information you need around school buses and
school transport can be found here.

Students should see their tutor, head of year or year
manager. We will support the students to get this resolved
as fast as we can. It is important for pupils to talk to staff
about any problems they might have.

You can borrow kit from the sports hub. At break or
lunch, you can go to reception and call home to see if
someone can bring it in for you. You can get a locker
from reception, for £5 per year, to keep coats and PE kits
in. 

All independent learning is set through ClassCharts.
Students will be shown how to use these programmes in
September. They can be downloaded as an app for
quick checking. Parents can also download the parent
version of ClassCharts to keep an eye on what their child
is being set. 

Hot food is available at break and lunchtimes. You will be
given a proximity card in September and money can be
loaded on this via ParentPay. Free School Meals money
will be added automatically. To check whether you are
eligible for free school meals, please visit
www.cornwall.gov.uk/schoolmeals
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Address

Absences

Curriculum

ClassCharts

Contacting Staff

In Year 7, students begin by studying a broad range of subjects
from the KS3 National Curriculum and beyond, helping them to
build strong, knowledge-rich foundations. By Year 9, students
personalise their learning by selecting their GCSE options.

To ensure a balanced and varied curriculum, all students follow a
two-week timetable (Week A and Week B).

ClassCharts is an online platform used by our staff to record students’
achievements, attendance, and behaviour throughout their time at
school. As a parent or carer, you will be able to use ClassCharts to
monitor your child’s progress, view behaviour reports, and access
assigned homework tasks. Login details will be shared with you when
your child joins us in September.

If your child is unable to attend school for any reason, please contact
the Attendance Officer via phone or email to explain the reason for
non-attendance: 01726 822485 (option 1 on the telephone system) /
pupilabsence@brannel.celtrust.org

Regular communication between home and school is essential to
support students in their learning. If you wish to contact a member of
staff, please telephone Reception on 01726 822485 or email
enquiries@brannel.celtrust.org

Form tutors should be your first point of contact. Their details can be
found in this Induction Booklet.

Please notify us if there are any changes to your address,
telephone number or email address. This can be completed by
emailing enquires@brannel.celtrust.org with all the appropriate
information.

It is imperative that we hold up-to-date contact details. We also
operate a texting and emailing service to parent/scarers with news
and updates.

Useful Information: A-Z
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Homework
Guidelines

Essential
Equipment

First Aid and
Medical
Suppport

Medical and
Dental
Appointments

Entering and
exiting Brannel
School

Learners will receive 20 minutes of homework per week for: English,
Maths, Science, MFL, History and Geography. All homework will be
provided through dedicated Year 7 Homework Exercise Books, with
tasks and resources pre-populated and space provided for
completion. This ensures that every learner has access to the same
high-quality materials and can complete homework successfully
without additional resources. 

Qualified first aiders are available throughout the school day for
emergencies only. If students require ongoing medical support, the first
aid team will provide appropriate assistance.

Where possible, we advise that medical or dental appointments are
made outside of school hours. If students need to attend an
appointment during the day, please inform the Attendance Officer
prior to the appointment (pupilabsence@brannel.celtrust.org) and
include evidence of the booked appointment.

All students should arrive to school via the external gates on Rectory
Road. The gates are open from 7:30am. Students must be through these
gates by 8:25am. At the end of the school day, students must then leave
the school site via the same points. if they are travelling via a dedicated
school bus, these will wait outside the front of the school. If the bus has
arrived, they can board straight away. Staff will be on duty to help
students find their bus and tell them where to stand if they are waiting.

We want students to have all the equipment they need to progress with
learning and feel prepared. Every day the students must bring their
mandatory items of equipment (Page 7). It is important that their
equipment pack is kept in good condition and brought into school
everyday. Replacement items can be bought through ParentPay here.

Brannel School Induction - September 2026

Mobile phones should not be seen or heard anywhere on the school
site. This means that as soon as pupils arrive at school, phones must
already be switched off or on silent and kept securely in their bag.
Phones should not be taken out during the school day for any reason
and can only be used once the pupils have left the school site at the
end of the day.

This expectation reflects national guidance followed by schools across
the country to ensure a calm, focused, and safe learning environment,
free from distraction.

Mobile Phones

Useful Information: A-Z

https://app.parentpay.com/ParentPayShop/Uniform/Default.aspx?shopid=18748


ParentPay

Movement

Personal Items

We want everyone to feel safe, so we ask students to walk quietly and
calmly in the corridors and between buildings. When moving around the
school, students should keep to the left-hand side where appropriate.

A secure, online service used to pay for school meals, trips, instrumental
lessons and more. ParentPay offers parents/carers the freedom to make
payments whenever and wherever they like - safe in the knowledge
that the technology used is of the highest security available.

Parents/carers will have a secure online account, activated using a
unique username and password. if you have more than one child at our
school, or children at other ParentPay schools, you can create a single
account login for them all. Parents/carers will receive their unique
ParentPay account activation details in September.

Brannel School is not responsible for personal items brought onto the
school site. If your child wishes to bring personal, expensive items into
school, then students are responsible for the safe-keeping of these items.

Brannel School Induction - September 2026

We hold regular Progress Evenings throughout the year to support a
strong partnership between school and home in guiding students'
learning. These include a ‘Meet the Tutor’ evening, where parents and
carers will have the opportunity to raise any initial concerns. The dates
for these events will be shared in September as part of the school
calendar.

Progress
Evenings

Students will be issued with progress reports twice across the school year.
These reports give details about how students are progressing and
engaging with learning in each subject.

Progress Reports

For more information about transition and joining Brannel, please visit our
website. If you have any further questions, feel free to email us at
enquiries@brannel.celtrust.org

Useful Information: A-Z
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	Headteacher Welcome
	Headteacher  Mr Tristan Muller-Forster tmuller-forster@brannel.com
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	Head of Year 7 Welcome
	Mrs K Elford Head of Year 7 kelford@brannel.celtrust.org
	On behalf of the whole Year 7 team, a very warm welcome to you and your child as they begin this exciting new part of their school journey.
	We know that moving from primary school to secondary school is a big step. It can feel exciting, but a little scary too – and that’s completely normal.
	At Brannel School, we will do everything we can to make this change as smooth and positive as possible. Every child is different, and we are proud to offer a caring and supportive place where your child can feel safe, happy, and ready to learn.
	Our teachers and tutors are experienced, enthusiastic, and ready to help your child enjoy learning and try new things. Year 7 is a very important time. Your child will grow in many ways – in their learning, their friendships, and their confidence.
	They will study new subjects, meet new friends, and become more independent. We will support them every step of the way. There are also lots of clubs, activities, and opportunities for them to explore what they enjoy.
	At our school, we create an environment where every child feels welcomed, valued, and proud to be part of our community, while being encouraged to aim high, work hard, and believe in their potential. We support them to challenge themselves and strive for their very best, alongside providing a wide range of exciting opportunities both inside and outside the classroom that enrich their learning, broaden their horizons, and help them build lasting memories.
	We know there may be challenges along the way, but with support and encouragement, your child will be ready to overcome them and succeed. We encourage you to stay in touch with us so we can work together to help your child do their very best.
	We are delighted to welcome you to our school community and look forward to getting to know you and your child as they begin their journey at Brannel School.


	Year 7 Team
	Miss Cording 7G Tutor Teacher of PE lcording@brannel.celtrust.org
	Hello everyone! I'm Miss Cording, one of the PE teachers at Brannel, where I have been teaching for the past six years. I’m really looking forward to being a Year 7 tutor again.
	I have a red fox Labrador called Bailey and love spending time outdoors, especially going on long walks with him. I also enjoy keeping fit by going to the gym and playing walking football while recovering from a knee injury.
	I love travelling, and one of my favourite places I have visited recently is America.
	I'm really looking forward to getting to know you all this year and can't wait to see you in PE lessons and at the after-school clubs - especially football!

	Miss Millatt 7H Tutor Teacher of History kmillatt@brannel.celtrust.org
	My name is Miss Millatt and I am looking forward to being your tutor in year 7. I will help you settle in, answer all your questions and ensure you make the most of the opportunities available to you at Brannel school.
	I love teaching history and exploring the past through stories, events and people that have shaped our world.
	Outside of school I enjoy spending time outside with my two boys, I enjoy being outside in the countryside, walking my dogs and staying active.
	I am excited to get to know each of you and look forward to supporting you during your time at Brannel School.


	Year 7 Team
	Mrs Pearson 7H Tutor Teacher of Science and Child Development cpearson@brannel.celtrust.org
	I am a teacher of Science and Child Development, and I am passionate about helping young people develop their knowledge, confidence, and curiosity. Outside of the classroom, I enjoy being involved in my local community as a member of Rock Choir Cornwall, so you might spot me performing at events across the county.
	In my spare time, I love reading and am part of a book group with friends, where we enjoy discovering and discussing a wide range of books. I also enjoy walking, particularly along the beautiful Cornish coastline. One of my personal goals is to walk the entire Cornish Coast Path, taking in the stunning scenery and exploring everything the county has to offer along the way.
	Mrs Guppy-Wilcox 7K Tutor Teacher of Art eguppywilcox@brannel.celtrust.org
	Hi, I'm Mrs Guppy-Wilcox (Mrs Guppy for short). I am an artist and I enjoy nothing more than creating and designing my own comic strips and characters based on Dungeons and Dragons and various manga/anime. I love playing DnD with my three small children and husband. We also do a lot of other things together such as cycling, swimming and exploring the many cliffs and beaches of our little patch of West Cornwall. My favourite meal is sushi and I am a collector of all things turquoise! I am very excited to meet my new year 7 form group.


	Year 7 Team
	Mr Biddle 7M Tutor Teacher of Maths dbiddle@brannel.celtrust.org
	Mrs Harrison 7R Tutor Teacher of English lharrison@brannel.celtrust.org

	Year 7 Team
	Mr Bailey 7R2 Tutor Teacher of Georgraphy jbailey@brannel.celtrust.org

	Year 7 Team
	Mrs Simpson Year Manager bsimpson@brannel.celtrust.org
	Mrs Kiddle Transition Lead Teacher of English

	Term Dates
	School Map
	Astro
	Amphitheatre

	Timings of the Day
	Time
	8:30 - 9:00
	9:00 - 10:15
	10:15 - 10:45
	10:45 - 12:00
	12:00 - 13:15
	13:15 - 13:45
	13:45 - 15:00

	Activities
	Tutor Time
	Period 1
	Break 1
	Period 2
	Period 3
	Break 2
	Period 4
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	School Uniform
	The Brannel School blazer, with embroidered logo, is a mandatory item of uniform which must be worn every day. students may also wear the optional black, V-neck jumper.
	Essential uniform items:
	Plain white shirt
	Brannel school tie
	Brannel black blazer
	Black trousers, the Brannel skirt or black tailored shorts
	Plain black socks
	Plain black polish-able shoes

	We will not accept:
	Any type of jean, chino, leggings, tight/skinny trousers or tracksuit style trousers.
	Trousers that do not reach the shoe line and display the ankle.
	Any type of coloured laces, high heels, canvas, coloured trim, suede material shoes, trainers with logos or boots.
	Uniform can be ordered online from the links below. Price & Buckland  Macron Store Southwest
	Ties are available to purchase from our ParentPay shop here
	You can have items delivered to Brannel for free or there is a small delivery charge for items to be delivered to your home.

	Other uniform expectations
	Hair must be of a natural colour. No tram lines or extreme short cuts.
	No false nails (gel or acrylic) or painted nails.
	One pair of stud earrings and a watch. No bracelets, rings, necklaces or smart watches.


	PE Kit
	Brannel PE kit is required for all PE lessons and extra-curricular sporting activities. It is essential that students bring a complete change of clothes for PE in order to stay hygienic; this includes socks and footwear.
	All students must wear the following items, which must be clearly labelled with the child’s name:
	Brannel black and red sports shirt or sports polo shirt
	Plain black shorts (no cycling shorts), sports leggings or tracksuit bottoms.
	Brannel socks
	Sports trainers
	Stud boots (for school rugby and football teams)
	Advised items:
	Shin pads (football)
	Red 1/4 zip sports jacket with Brannel logo (again, highly recommended due to PE being outside year round)
	Optional items:
	Rain jacket with Brannel logo
	Reversible jacket with Brannel logo
	All items can be purchased from the link below: Macron Store Southwest

	Prepared to Learn
	These include everything that your child needs to be lesson ready in September. These will be distributed on the first day of term. The pack includes:
	Scientific calculator
	Pens - required colours
	Pencil and rubber
	Ruler
	Whiteboard and whiteboard marker
	Reading ruler
	Student wallet - this is large enough to keep all of the equipment in, so that it is always together in one place.
	Students are expected to have these with them everyday and this will be checked each morning as they arrive in school. They will be expected to have their equipment packs out in every lesson.
	Replacements can be purchased via our ParentPay shop here.

	Class Charts
	You can use Class Charts to track the achievement (merits or positive points), behaviour (consequences including detentions), and attendance as well as viewing your child’s timetable. You can also view announcements from Brannel school.
	Class Charts for parents can be accessed through the Class Charts website www.classcharts.com, an iOS or Android app. You will receive a code to do this on the first day that your child is in school.
	If you have more than one child, you can access Class Charts information about your children from a single, centralised parent account - we can support you to do this if necessary.

	Enrichment
	As part of our enrichment programme, we offer a wide range of enrichment and co-curricular  opportunities during lunchtime and after school for students to get involved in. A sample of activities is listed below, with more added as staff or students suggest them.
	Art l Astronomy l Athletics l Badminton Basketball l Boys Football   Brannel Sewing Bee l Breakfast Club   British Sign Language l Cadets l Chess Choir l Cricket l  Cooking around the World l Cross Country CrossFit l DT  Duke of Edinburgh Award l Games l Girls Football l Girls Rugby Gym/Kickboxing l History Club  Inclusivity Club l Lego Club l Matilda  Music Tech l Netball l Open gym  Orchestral Choir l Puzzle Club  Rounders l Rugby l Samba  School Games l Sparx l Sports Leaders Studio4 Dance l Table Tennis l Tennis Young Carers
	2025 - 2026
	95% of students have engaged with the enrichment programme.
	97% of year 7s have attended enrichment
	101 fixtures
	94 enrichment activities/clubs offered
	In addition to the above, we offer a broad programme of other enrichment activities, including international trips, London, Exeter Chiefs, Plymouth Argyle, visits from authors and charitable events, to name just a few!


	Inclusion
	We understand that the transition process to secondary school can cause some children to feel nervous (this is natural). If your child is on the Record of Need at primary school, our SEND team will already be aware as our SENDCo is liaising closely with each primary school to ensure the correct provision is in place for students in September.
	If you are concerned that specific information will not be relayed during the school visits then please feel free to make contact with the SEND department via brannelsen@brannel.celtrust.org.
	Please ensure you have visited the inclusion section of our website to explore SEND at Brannel and the Local Cornwall Offer.

	Attendance
	At Brannel we know that all students benefit from outstanding school attendance. We will do all we can to support our students and ensure they achieve the best attendance possible. In order for attendance to be considered very good, a student must achieve 96% attendance or above. We expect that all students will:
	Attend school regularly.
	Attend school punctually.
	Attend school appropriately prepared for the day.
	f your child is going to be absent for any reason, please ensure you make the school aware before 8.00am on each day of absence. This can either be done via telephone (01726 822485) by leaving a message on the dedicated student absence mailbox (option 1 on the telephone system) or by emailing the Attendance Team via pupilabsence@brannel.celtrust.org
	If you have any attendance concerns, and would like to meet with us to discuss anything, please contact Caroline Hunt, Student Welfare/Attendance Officer on the above school number.
	Pastoral & Safeguarding
	Our Safeguarding Team
	Mrs Macdonald Designated Safeguarding  Lead
	Mrs Nash Operational DSL
	Mx Banfield DDSL
	Mrs Hallifax Safegaurding Admin
	If you need to contact our safeguarding team, please email dsl@brannel.celtrust.org



	Pastoral & Safeguarding
	We offer a range of support to help you feel safe, supported and ready to thrive.  At Brannel School, we want to ensure that all of our students feel happy and safe at all times.
	Our pastoral and safeguarding support includes guidance, advice and information to students and their families within our school community, helping with any worries or concerns that may arise in relation to your child’s education, attendance, behaviour and wellbeing. Our role includes liaising with staff, parents and outside agencies to ensure the wellbeing of individual students is fully supported.
	If pupils need to access any of the team, they are available every break and lunchtime and also provide targeted interventions for individuals and small groups during the academic year.

	FAQs
	What are the term dates for next year?
	Term dates can be found here.
	Where do I find information about buses?
	All the information you need around school buses and school transport can be found here.
	Are there any after school clubs?
	Yes! There is an extensive enrichment offer available to students at lunchtimes and afterschool. This is updated termly, but examples of activities that have been run this year can be found here.
	What happens if I forget my PE kit?
	You can borrow kit from the sports hub. At break or lunch, you can go to reception and call home to see if someone can bring it in for you. You can get a locker from reception, for £5 per year, to keep coats and PE kits in.
	How do I know about homework?
	All independent learning is set through ClassCharts. Students will be shown how to use these programmes in September. They can be downloaded as an app for quick checking. Parents can also download the parent version of ClassCharts to keep an eye on what their child is being set.
	What if another child is unkind to me/ my child?
	Students should see their tutor, head of year or year manager. We will support the students to get this resolved as fast as we can. It is important for pupils to talk to staff about any problems they might have.
	How do I pay for my food at school?
	Hot food is available at break and lunchtimes. You will be given a proximity card in September and money can be loaded on this via ParentPay. Free School Meals money will be added automatically. To check whether you are eligible for free school meals, please visit www.cornwall.gov.uk/schoolmeals

	Useful Information: A-Z
	Absences
	If your child is unable to attend school for any reason, please contact the Attendance Officer via phone or email to explain the reason for non-attendance: 01726 822485 (option 1 on the telephone system) / pupilabsence@brannel.celtrust.org
	Address
	Please notify us if there are any changes to your address, telephone number or email address. This can be completed by emailing enquires@brannel.celtrust.org with all the appropriate information.
	It is imperative that we hold up-to-date contact details. We also operate a texting and emailing service to parent/scarers with news and updates.
	ClassCharts
	ClassCharts is an online platform used by our staff to record students’ achievements, attendance, and behaviour throughout their time at school. As a parent or carer, you will be able to use ClassCharts to monitor your child’s progress, view behaviour reports, and access assigned homework tasks. Login details will be shared with you when your child joins us in September.
	Contacting Staff
	Regular communication between home and school is essential to support students in their learning. If you wish to contact a member of staff, please telephone Reception on 01726 822485 or email enquiries@brannel.celtrust.org
	Form tutors should be your first point of contact. Their details can be found in this Induction Booklet.
	Curriculum
	In Year 7, students begin by studying a broad range of subjects from the KS3 National Curriculum and beyond, helping them to build strong, knowledge-rich foundations. By Year 9, students personalise their learning by selecting their GCSE options.
	To ensure a balanced and varied curriculum, all students follow a two-week timetable (Week A and Week B).

	Useful Information: A-Z
	Entering and exiting Brannel School
	Essential Equipment
	First Aid and Medical Suppport
	Homework Guidelines
	Medical and Dental Appointments
	Mobile Phones
	All students should arrive to school via the external gates on Rectory Road. The gates are open from 7:30am. Students must be through these gates by 8:25am. At the end of the school day, students must then leave the school site via the same points. if they are travelling via a dedicated school bus, these will wait outside the front of the school. If the bus has arrived, they can board straight away. Staff will be on duty to help students find their bus and tell them where to stand if they are waiting.
	We want students to have all the equipment they need to progress with learning and feel prepared. Every day the students must bring their mandatory items of equipment (Page 7). It is important that their equipment pack is kept in good condition and brought into school everyday. Replacement items can be bought through ParentPay here.
	Qualified first aiders are available throughout the school day for emergencies only. If students require ongoing medical support, the first aid team will provide appropriate assistance.
	Learners will receive 20 minutes of homework per week for: English, Maths, Science, MFL, History and Geography. All homework will be provided through dedicated Year 7 Homework Exercise Books, with tasks and resources pre-populated and space provided for completion. This ensures that every learner has access to the same high-quality materials and can complete homework successfully without additional resources.
	Where possible, we advise that medical or dental appointments are made outside of school hours. If students need to attend an appointment during the day, please inform the Attendance Officer prior to the appointment (pupilabsence@brannel.celtrust.org) and include evidence of the booked appointment.
	Mobile phones should not be seen or heard anywhere on the school site. This means that as soon as pupils arrive at school, phones must already be switched off or on silent and kept securely in their bag. Phones should not be taken out during the school day for any reason and can only be used once the pupils have left the school site at the end of the day.
	This expectation reflects national guidance followed by schools across the country to ensure a calm, focused, and safe learning environment, free from distraction.

	Useful Information: A-Z
	Movement
	We want everyone to feel safe, so we ask students to walk quietly and calmly in the corridors and between buildings. When moving around the school, students should keep to the left-hand side where appropriate.
	ParentPay
	A secure, online service used to pay for school meals, trips, instrumental lessons and more. ParentPay offers parents/carers the freedom to make payments whenever and wherever they like - safe in the knowledge that the technology used is of the highest security available.
	Parents/carers will have a secure online account, activated using a unique username and password. if you have more than one child at our school, or children at other ParentPay schools, you can create a single account login for them all. Parents/carers will receive their unique ParentPay account activation details in September.
	Personal Items
	Brannel School is not responsible for personal items brought onto the school site. If your child wishes to bring personal, expensive items into school, then students are responsible for the safe-keeping of these items.
	Progress Evenings
	We hold regular Progress Evenings throughout the year to support a strong partnership between school and home in guiding students' learning. These include a ‘Meet the Tutor’ evening, where parents and carers will have the opportunity to raise any initial concerns. The dates for these events will be shared in September as part of the school calendar.
	Progress Reports
	Students will be issued with progress reports twice across the school year. These reports give details about how students are progressing and engaging with learning in each subject.
	For more information about transition and joining Brannel, please visit our website. If you have any further questions, feel free to email us at enquiries@brannel.celtrust.org


