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YEAR 11           

(Class of 

2026)

G
C

S
E
 E

x
a

m
s

Component 1: Exploring Music 

Products and Styles. Internally 

assessed, externally moderated.  

Task 1: Learners will be compiling a 

portfolio of evidence that 

demonstrates their understanding 

of four different styles of music. 

Task 2: Learners will create a 

portfolio of short musical extracts 

to demonstrate their exploration of 

musical techniques. They will 

create three musical products 

between 30 – 60 seconds long 

each. 

30% of qualification 

Component 1: Exploring Music 

Products and Styles. Internally 

assessed, externally moderated.  

Task 1: Learners will be compiling a 

portfolio of evidence that 

demonstrates their understanding of 

four different styles of music. 

Task 2: Learners will create a 

portfolio of short musical extracts to 

demonstrate their exploration of 

musical techniques. They will create 

three musical products between 30 

– 60 seconds long each. 

30% of qualification 

Component 2: Music Skills 

Development. Internally 

assessed, externally 

moderated. Task 1: Learners 

will plan and create two 

musical outcomes that will 

demonstrate their 

development of musical skills. 

They will choose to either 

compose and perform or to 

compose and produce. 

30% of qualification 

Component 2: Music Skills 

Development. Internally assessed, 

externally moderated. Task 1: Learners 

will plan and create two musical 

outcomes that will demonstrate their 

development of musical skills. They will 

choose to either compose and perform 

or to compose and produce. 

30% of qualification 

Students will gain a 

deeper understanding of 

the key features and 

production techniques 

used to create different 

genres of music. They will 

further their music 

technology skills by 

embedding this 

knowledge into their DAW 

projects.

Students will gain a deeper 

understanding of the key features 

and production techniques used to 

create different genres of music. 

They will further their music 

technology skills by embedding this 

knowledge into their DAW projects.

Popular music in practice.

Students will analyse the key 

features of a pop song and show 

their understanding of this genre 

by developing their ensemble and 

composition skills. They will build on 

this knowledge by exploring chord 

progressions.

Popular music in practice.

Students will analyse the key 

features of a pop song and show 

their understanding of this genre by 

developing their ensemble and 

composition skills. They will build on 

this knowledge by exploring chord 

progressions.

Film Music.

Students will be challenged 

by strengthening their 

understanding of more 

complex musical concepts, 

such as how to apply 

appropriate compositional 

techniques to a film scene to 

create the correct mood or 

Film Music.

Students will be challenged by 

strengthening their understanding of 

more complex musical concepts, such 

as how to apply appropriate 

compositional techniques to a film 

scene to create the correct mood or 

feeling, as well as developing their 

ability to perform in and respond to an 

Assessment

Weeks

Year 8              

(Class of 

2029)

C
E
W

 W
e

e
k

The Building Blocks of Music.

This term will be building on the 

expected knowledge from Key 

Stage 2 and developing students’ 

awareness of the musical 

elements and inter-related 

dimensions as well as their ability 

to develop melodies and chords

The Building Blocks of Music.

This term will be building on the 

expected knowledge from Key 

Stage 2 and developing students’ 

awareness of the musical elements 

and inter-related dimensions as well 

as their ability to develop melodies 

and chords

Time Signatures and the 

Pentatonic Scale.

Students will be developing 

their knowledge of time 

signatures and the 

pentatonic scale. They will 

understand the importance 

of different compositional 

techniques and how to apply 

Time Signatures and the Pentatonic 

Scale.

Students will be developing their 

knowledge of time signatures and the 

pentatonic scale. They will understand 

the importance of different 

compositional techniques and how to 

apply these to their own schemes of 

work.

Year 7              

(Class of 

2030)
EQ - How do we 

interact with 

physical 

systems?

Soul Music.

Students will be 

developing their 

knowledge of chord 

progressions. They will 

understand the 

importance of different 

compositional techniques 

and how to apply these to 

Soul Music.

Students will be developing their 

knowledge of chord progressions. 

They will understand the 

importance of different 

compositional techniques and how 

to apply these to their own 

schemes of work. They will be 

furthering their awareness of the 

Rhythms and chords across the 

world.

 Students will be developing the 

musical knowledge of rhythms, 

chords and notation they fostered 

in Year 7. Students will be 

challenged by more complex 

musical concepts, such as the off-

beat, syncopation, maintained 

Rhythms and chords across the 

world.

 Students will be developing the 

musical knowledge of rhythms, 

chords and notation they fostered in 

Year 7. Students will be challenged 

by more complex musical 

concepts, such as the off-beat, 

syncopation, maintained chord 

Rocking with chord 

progressions.

Students will develop their 

knowledge of rhythms and 

their ability to play in an 

ensemble performing 

polyrhythms. They will start to 

develop their music 

technology skills by inputting 

Rocking with chord progressions.

Students will develop their knowledge 

of rhythms and their ability to play in an 

ensemble performing polyrhythms. They 

will start to develop their music 

technology skills by inputting these 

rhythms using the piano roll in a DAW.

Rock 'n' Roll.

Students will recap, refresh 

and further their 

understanding through 

listening, singing, playing 

and composing with 

increased fluency, 

accuracy and 

expressiveness. They will 

Rock 'n' Roll.

Students will recap, refresh and 

further their understanding through 

listening, singing, playing and 

composing with increased fluency, 

accuracy and expressiveness. They 

will gain experience using Musical 

Technology and DAW software, 

preparing them for more advanced 
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Year 9           

(Class of 

2028)
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PPEs

YEAR 10         

(Class of 

2027)
EQ - How are 

physical & 

human 

landscapes 

changing?

C
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Assessment

Weeks

Understanding and 

analysing key features of 

music genres.

Students will develop their 

understanding of key 

musical features which 

define one genre to 

another and apply these 

to their own schemes of 

Understanding and analysing key 

features of music genres.

Students will develop their 

understanding of key musical 

features which define one genre to 

another and apply these to their 

own schemes of work. They will also 

develop their music technology 

skills by learning how to recreate 

Students have the abilty to retake 

Component 1

Component 3: Responding to 

a Musi Brief. Externally 

marked. Task 1: Learners will 

respond to a music brief that 

will have been provided to 

them where they will need to 

explain how they intend to 

meet the requirements. 

Students have the abilty to retake 

Component 1

Component 3: Responding to a Musi 

Brief. Externally marked. Task 1: Learners 

will respond to a music brief that will 

have been provided to them where 

they will need to explain how they 

intend to meet the requirements. 

Task 2: Learners will be provided with a 

list of ten songs that they must pick one 

Component 3: 

Responding to a Musi Brief. 

Externally marked. Task 1: 

Learners will respond to a 

music brief that will have 

been provided to them 

where they will need to 

explain how they intend to 

meet the requirements. 


